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ORDINANCE NO. 2005- 061 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 14, 
ARTICLE I, DIVISION 6, SECTIONS 14-61 AND 14-62 OF THE PALM 
BEACH COUNTY CODE CODIFYING ORDINANCE 2003-051 
(PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE); PROVIDING FOR 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR NUISANCES DECLARED; 
PROVIDING FOR APPLICABLILITY; PROVIDING FOR A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION 
IN CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, empowers Palm Beach County to 
adopt ordinances necessary for the exercise of its powers and prescribe fines and 
penalties for the violation of ordinances in accordance with law, and 


WHEREAS, Section 125.01(1), Florida Statutes, enables Palm Beach County to 
perform acts not inconsistent with law which are in the common interest of the people 
of the County, and 


WHEREAS, amending the Property Maintenance Code to require both non-residential 
and residential developed properties to maintain an uncultivated vegetation height of no 
greater than seven (7) inches will promote, protect and improve the health, safety and 
welfare of the citizens of Palm Beach County. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT 


Section 1. Chapter 14, Article I, Division 6, Section 14-61 of the Palm Beach 
County Code is hereby amended, as follows: 


Section 14-61. DEFINITIONS. The following definitions shall apply in the 
interpretation and enforcement of this chapter: 


Adjacent property shall mean the lot or lots immediately adjacent or contiguous to a lot 


` that is subject to review under this ordinance. 


Department shall mean the Palm Beach County Department of Planning, Zoning and 
Building. 


í Developed shall mean containing building, structures, paving, or other improvements; 


excluding solely underground utilities, pipes, wires, cables, culverts, conduits, or other 
similar improvements or facilities; or plantings; all of which are, or have been 


: maintained and utilized in a manner permitted by the Palm Beach County Unified Land 


Development Code. 


. Lot shall mean any tract or parcel of land other than an approved landfill site. 


. Native vegetation shall mean any plant species with a geographic distribution 


indigenous to all or part of Palm Beach County. Plant species which have been 
introduced by man are not native vegetation. 


"= Non-residential shall mean any activity which occurs in any building, structure or open 
"= area which is not used primarily as a private residence or dwelling. For the purposes of 
. this Chapter non-residential shall exclude agricultural uses as set forth in the ULDC. 


Owner shall mean the owner or owners of record of a lot as such appears in the Official 
Records of the Property Appraiser’s Office in and for Palm Beach County. 
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Rubble and debris shall mean waste materials resulting from the construction or 
demolition of structures or buildings. This shall include construction material left or 


_ abandoned on site. 


Street shall mean any strip of land which is open to the public for the use of vehicular 
traffic and containing delineations, signs, or other traffic control devices to channel 
traffic. 


Tree shall mean any woody plant or palm which, in its mature state under normal 


~ growing conditions, reaches a height of fifteen (15) feet or greater. 


Uncultivated vegetation shall mean living plants allowed to grow in an uncontrolled 


“| manner, or not cared for or maintained on a regular basis. Neither native vegetation in 


its natural state, or mangroves subject to the Palm Beach County Mangrove Protection 
Ordinance, shall be considered uncultivated vegetation. 


Waste shall mean garbage, rubbish and refuse from residential, commercial, or 
industrial activities, including kitchen and table food waste, animal, or vegetative waste 
that is attendant with or results from the storage, preparation, cooking, or handling of 
food material; paper, wood, and wood scraps, cardboard, cloth, glass, rubber, plastic; 
discarded automobiles, tires and automobile fixtures; household goods and appliances; 
toys; tools and equipment; trash; debris; lumber; appliances; machinery and similar 
materials. 


Yard trash shall mean abandoned vegetative material from landscaping, maintenance or 
land clearing operations, and includes such materials as tree and shrub trimmings, grass 
clippings, palm fronds, tree limbs, tree stumps, and similar materials. 


Section 2. Chapter 14, Article I, Division 6, Section 14-62 of the Palm Beach 
County Code is hereby amended, as follows: 


Section 14-62. NUISANCES DECLARED 


It is hereby declared and determined by the board of county commissioners of 
the county, that the following shall each individually, or in any combination, be 
considered nuisances when they exist upon a lot in the unincorporated area of the 
county. 


(1) Accumulations of yard waste, yard trash, or rubble and debris; 


(2) Accumulations of waste, yard trash, or rubble and debris that may harbor rats 
or poisonous snakes or that may contain pools of water that may serve as breeding 
grounds for insects or other disease vectors; 


(3) Uncultivated vegetation when 1) greater than eighteen (18) inches in height 


located on vacant lots, or 2) greater than seven (7) inches in height when located on 
developed residential or developed non-residential lots; 


(4) Schinus terebinthifolius (commonly known as Brazilian Pepper) bushes or 
trees, if uncultivated. 


(5) Uncultivated vegetation that constitutes a fire hazard. 


(6) Vegetation, whether or not cultivated, that impedes or obstructs adequate 
view of intersections, traffic signs, railroad crossings or traffic from any street, road or 


highway. 


(7) Any standing dead trees in close proximity to developed lots or rights-of- 
way. 
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Section 3. Applicability 


This Ordinance shall be applicable in the unincorporated areas of Palm Beach County, 
Fl. 


Section 4. Savings Clause 


Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all provisions of Chapter 14, Article 1, 
Sections 14-61 and 14-62 of the Palm Beach County Code, codifying Ordinance 2003- 
051, are specifically preserved and remain in full force and effect for the limited 
purpose of enforcing any alleged violations of said Code, which occurred prior to its 
amendment. 


Section 5. Repeal of Laws in Conflict 


All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of the Ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 


Section 6. Severability 


If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 
reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall 
not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. Further, if any provision of this Ordinance 
is found to be in conflict with the Florida Building Code, the Florida Building Code 
shall prevail as to that specific provision. 


Section 7. Inclusion in the Code of Laws and Ordinances 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Laws 
and Ordinances of Palm Beach County, Florida. The sections of this Ordinance may be 
renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such, and the word “ordinance” may be 
changed to “section,” “article,” or other appropriate word. 


Section 8. Effective Date 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary 
of State. 


APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
County, Florida, on this the 6th of December __, 2005. 


SHARON R. BOCK, CLERK AND PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA BY 
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